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In the tradition of Howard Zinn’s A People’s History 

of the United States, an engaging account of the last 

half-century of political discontent  

 

In this exceptional new book, Dawson Barrett calls our 

attention to the post-1960s period, in which US 

economic, cultural, and political elites turned the tide 

against the protest movement gains of the previous forty 

years and reshaped the ability of activists to influence 

the political process. 

 

The Defiant explores the major policy shifts of this new 

Gilded Age through the lens of dissent—through the 

picket lines, protest marches, and sit-ins that greeted 

them at every turn. Barrett documents these clashes at 

neoliberalism’s many points of impact, moving from the 

Arizona wilderness, to Florida tomato fields, to punk 

rock clubs in New York and California—and beyond. 

He takes readers right up to the present day with an 

epilogue tracing the Trump administration’s strategies 

and policy proposals, and the myriad protests they have 

sparked.   

 

Capturing a wide range of protest movements in 

action—from environmentalists’ tree-sits to Iraq War 

peace marches to Occupy Wall Street, 

#BlackLivesMatter, and more—The Defiant is a 

gripping analysis of the profound struggles of our times. 

 

 

“Here is an indispensable manual for the defiant ones—

the organizers and the activists, the rebels and resisters, 

the dissidents and the disobedient—and, in fact, for 

anyone paying attention to the gathering 

catastrophe…The Defiant is a book of the resistance—

where to find it and how to organize it.” 

—Bill Ayers, author of Fugitive Days, Public  

                     Enemy, and Demand the Impossible 

 

“Dawson Barrett has written an important book for our 

times. The Defiant reads like a continuation of Howard 

Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States, picking 

up where Zinn left off.” 

—Stephen Duncombe, author of Notes from  

                        Underground and Dream 

 

“Can insurgency from below change American politics? 

The question has never been more important, and 

Dawson Barrett helps us to answer that question with a 

penetrating series of case studies of contemporary 

protests from the margins of American society.” 

—Frances Fox Piven, author of Challenging  

             Authority and Poor Peoples' Movements 

 

 
Contact:  

Betsy Steve, Publicity Manager, NYU Press: 

betsy.steve@nyu.edu 

Dawson Barrett, Author: 

dbarrett2@delmar.edu 

www.dawsonbarrett.com 


